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How would you like
free college tuition?

Priladaiphaa reslidenis
may be eligible Lo g
piate thair colloge degrees
tor zora Luslon cost and
tees ot Community Coliega
af Philagalphia through the
My Degres Now program.
Schvlarships Includs
telon and fess not cowv-
ered by financial ad.
Appicants must hore 30
of mawg transfiable col
lepe credeas and iy ol
Fgras Been ennolled @l &
callepe & uanersity within
ther kast e years. They
musl complete the Froe
Appacotion for Federal
Shudent A form

Wi W, oopued,
e an & mail b

wilhGspoktu o
call 215-751-8234 t1ar
mode information. =«

Workshop means
business for women

Thi Women's Busin®ss
Dy bl it Cenber will
nasl ite Jriemabsn Bnd
Business Developmeant
Assassrant Warkshap on
Tuesday, Feb. 3, from & 1o
o300 pom., at 1315 Walma
SE.. Suite 11234, Thero is
no Charge o parlicipate,
Pre-regisiratedn 15 rouiria,
Thie warkshop is for
women efenested in stat
Mg of groedng a business,
Wegil
www.womansbieong o
call 215 TSOAWE0C, ==

fieels,

PROPPER
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Bunt peost-Waorld Wa 1T Bronaghi the
achent of strip malls, of shopping cen-
ters, sormetling that cnsed the brothes
tin pedocue thscie basbiness vision,

“Propper Brothers fownd that the
dleparimwent store model of teir busi-
ness was poing by the wanside, since peo-
phe were wﬁng fiy the barper stores, the
strip conkers,” Reonangold sxid,

 the earky 1950, thic brothers
deciched 1o foous serictly oune fimigure as
ey sode mosenrs oof inscorme. Tt conin-
ipeel througzheonit the 90k and "7k, but
thanggs cvenmuadly 1ok a nim with the
losa ol Bsctory jobs i the community,
Enter Manayunk's “dovnium,” as
Kroungobd calls i, o tme when the
neighborhood expenenced economic
hamtlships, leading mamy bocabs o forge
LN eSSy s,

It was in 1972 when Kroungobd
joined the Peopger Bros. eam,
Althowgeh things were lookins gram dur-
Ing Ll'l::l: |,h_'1":ut‘|. I1|.¢' [uifratiine Woae Goil-
trmzedl 16 Hounigh

“We luwve buile the business, and baile
A FepREan 25 -.'Jillll.: cpaadity products
it dhsenunnid '|'|'|"|l.':'5-.. Eronugold sl

He entered the pictare when the
remaining Progper Bunily member,
Efmser Propper, was still abosud. Elmaer
stmved with the company wmil his retire-
imenil in 1980,

During thawe eighe years, d
bzumed masch from Elmer, one of three
soms whio contimeedd the Gunihy’s busaness
A,

Bros, offers a wide

array of home fiomishings, such as sofas,
sleepers, recliners, family room furmibire,
beeclrosm iterrs, dining rooam sl acces-
sories and much more. The Buasiness also
offers dedpn services and makes home
visits,
“Amything from soup o nuis when it
comes 1o fumiture,” Kroungold sid.
“You name it, Propper Bros. has L™
For years it was the sole fumiture
store: on Managyunk's Main Street. But
compettion soon surfaced: two cploy-
erd who got their st at the Marnmamk
eveniually opencd their cwmn stores
on Ridge Avenue in Roacharough, Today,
thiere: are about 10 0o 15 soones sell;
home-related producs i the Manaunk
AT
“There is competinon i Manayunk
now because Manyunk has become a
mecea,” Kroungold conceded, noting
that a mumber of stores sell “quality prod-
uets andd are offering exceptional ser
viges,”
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leere™s o place o Maun Street
Magsivvunk that congures images of
anaother tam

A Bl wham people kiesy by faine
the folks Urey visioed for thewr home-humishing

Perhaps it has scmcthimg to de with the
T thiat ockin's woe koas it Progaper Bros. guar-

Have news about your business? Send it to the Star!

anbee thid saee facndly armosphere that
existed when the lumatuee store caime into

yaa- tiprasiile '.';-'-’r.".'.r. = eI A et

COLIN B LENTON ¢ POR THE STAR

Propper Bros, Fumiture has been a staple in the Manayunk community since 1888, Starting as a family business, the commer
cial emenwise cartes a vanety of brand-name [tems, serving customers throughout the Delaware Valley,

wias ruies (il ool thas Firse and second Ooois,
refectve af sy of Mamaanks merchants

basinge in the lawe 1%l cemiury I veans Rl

Propper Bros. opened in 1888, started by “They were abwass knonwm for qualily lems
mwo Hungarian immigrants, brothers Samuel  at discowmed paices,” sod Sam Rroungold,
and Sigrnune “Juke” Propper. The ol I'.Iw]p: exident of Propper Bros,
Phulaclefphia mmusplants began by selling dacis It the: bowimming, the foo brothers loctised

warcs eboor 1o dong, appealing specifically to
Uscir Muanavunk reighbors.

At tha: time, the Propper mily lived on the
thired flewowr of the Tilding, while the business

on deparunont stoac teros, They sunived the
{arem [.'r{']'.r!'f!ﬁi.ﬂll sl cnm e 1 sl qlmlin.-
peowdiaces with a e louich,

Slavpe zee PROPPER [ Py 14
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The maln showroom at Fropper Bros. displays a vanety of fumishings and styles.

I'e fikes 1o think that Propper Bros.,
which has nbour 15 employees, sill
el an edge becase of decdes of
CUMOMET service.

"We'ne not a bighox, cookiecamer
operation. We are, quite [rankly, the
antithests of a hig-box store,” Rroamguodd
saned. “Youl come il Brow. amd
you re treated like a human being.”

That service, b insists, doesn't end
whien the costorner leaves the siore.

*“They're banang a product that i
going to last a long tme,” he sid, "and
they have certan high expectations thar
W st Ive up o.”

Kruumgodd came 1o Bros
fresh out of mﬂl.-g:r, i stucdied
ﬁna.nn- business, economscs and pay-

at Penn Staee LH'lm:r.ut}' Durng

huuhuuiu:g,ﬂnulgﬂih:mmd about
what it Eikes to make it in the retail
worled.

“Bales s somewhiat of an ao, somme
what of a science,” lie sabd. Voo don't
Just put somcone on 2 sabes floor and

resaalts. Yo need an indivichaal
whits i i professional, who understands
the art of listening, understunds and
knows the product cold, and someone

who exhibis interest in their custiomers’
needs. We are not wsed-car salesmen,
Thut's & sl different world,”

Tmbay, r Bros, caters 1o folls
throughout the Delaware Vallew But the
stowe also has customers beyond the
mmnﬁmmﬂc&nm the
Jersey Shore and even Harrishamg.

'\\E]mah'm:,.hm:h':ﬂl onrsehves as
a regional company, not just a ol com-
pany providing products and senaces to
the local market,” Kroungald sxid,

s far a8 Broa." place in the
local businets commumiry, Kroungold
said if Manayunk were looked upon as
un oartdoor mall, “yo veoasld
look at Propper as being one of the
anchor stoges,” '

In aclditzon w being a businessman,
Eroungold sits on the board of the
Mma.}mk Development Corp. Having

perspective, Rroungold knows first-
hmd-:htuwm dovws when it comes
to husiness.

“Busanss s abways a cha filled
with and valleys, and ics 1 T
l.pmmpmlzihcmm rhtwﬂqﬁm:rbt.
and how high the peaks mo,” he sid,
making reference to today’s difficult eco-

nomic chimate. “Everything & oyclical,
andd wee try b ridi thie tde when the peak
e i hiere, and minimize the down lme
whien we'ne at the bottomy of that curve™

Seyles af ks al Pro Bros.
m:un'qmmm l‘:rmmgakic:ﬂh lm:h—
tional, transitional and contemporany.”
The stare, he sad, & “more than capable
of designing and feaniring products for
sy rodm in e fouse.”

back on his career,

Kronn sawiel b ahwsuys korvew v woaild
b inn thar furmiture business, but he did-
't expect o d 80 much ume at one
mutmudvmﬁmmkmmmmd
became important for so long to Jocal

deuﬂmgt.di}'ﬂ.ﬁmmﬁhln
keep that going,

“We Bisten 1o what they have to sng”
he sabd of customens. “Our saccess —
stay the course.” »»

Bms. Furnitae is of 115 Levering
S For move nformeation, call
21 5ARZO544 o vasil v proppertrodh.
Lica M1 10

Reparter Jon Campisl can be reachod &
2153543058 or N ]
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